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At the end of June 2008, there were 47 active bushcare groups working each month on public land 
which were supported by on-the-ground supervision and training each work day.   
 
In addition to bush regeneration activities, some groups have undertaken track work and erosion 
control works during the year.  
  
Other Bushcare events 

Remote Bushcare recommenced during the year with 3 activities.  Two events were held in 
conjunction with NPWS as part of the Great Grose Weed Walk: 

� Popes Glen, Blackheath, downstream of Bushcare site,  
� Blue Mountain Creek, Wentworth Falls downstream of the Water Nymphs Dell, Bushcare 

site 
Another activity was held on Long Angle Creek, Springwood, following up on work undertaken in 
previous years.  
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Photo 1- Cumberland Walkway Bushcare Group installing a Site Sign 
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At the end of June 2008, there were 16 active Landcare groups working on private land which 
were supported by on-the-ground supervision.   Whilst the SLA requirement is to support groups 
on a quarterly basis, this has not been found to be satisfactory for most groups.  Following a 
review of the high attrition rates of Landcare Groups, all groups have these are being offered 
monthly support.  When new Landcare or Bushcare Groups commence, this level of support will 
need to be reduced with the most experienced groups.   
 
One new Group has commenced during the year, Woodford Glen in Woodford., which 
commenced in February.    
 
Another Group has been transferred from Community & Corporate – Kihilla in Hazelbrook.   
 
Other activities supporting private landholders have included residents attending Biodiversity 
Workshops and Bushcare days to learn more about how to manage their own land.   One example 
of the flow on effects are the 13 properties in Glenbrook surrounding the Bellata Court and 
Alexander Crescent, Bushcare/Landcare sites.   Weed removal and bushregeneration has been 
the result of establishing relationships with landholders and  neighbours being inspired to clean up 
their own properties. Whilst some property owners are involved with the Bushcare/ Landcare 
Groups, most were not active participants.   
 
 

 
 

	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2 -  Members of Woodford Glen Landcare Group at Work (Aug 08) 
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The graph below shows the volunteer hours (Bushcare and Landcare) over the last 4 years. 
During the 2007/2008 year  9,327 volunteer hours were recorded across the 63 Bushcare and 
Landcare groups.  This represents a 13 % increase in hours from last year with an average annual 
increase of 10.7% over the last 4 years.     
 

These figures do not include an additional 550 hours of support from TAFE classes on Bushcare 
Sites (additional detail below) 
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Records of work undertaken are completed at the end of each month.   The existing volunteer 
records have been updated and a new database developed over May/July 2008.    
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• Featured in audiovisual made by Mt Tomah Botanic Gardens on bushregeneration in the Blue 
Mountains in April.  

• Bushcare contributed to a promotional stall for Weedbusters Week.  
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#��with a total of 72 volunteer participant days (492 hrs).   These activities were held primarily i��
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program which occurred in various swamps across the local government area.  
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         Photo 4 - Sun Valley Spotlighting with Hawke Moth  (March 08) 

 



EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 
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Knapsack Park Lapstone 
Summerhayes Park Winmalee 
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Marmion Swamp, North Leura 
Peter Carol Field,  Leura 
Maple grove, Cliff Drive Katoomba 
Bureau Park, Katoomba 
Community Gardens Katoomba 
Corner Seventh Ave and South Street Nth Katoomba 
Frog Hollow, Blackheath 

 
 
Council supported and was a partner agency for two Green Corps Teams in conjunction with 
Blackheath Public School and Mountains Youth Services. Part of their work involved working in a 
Blue Mountains swamp in North Lawson, on the Bushcare site.  Greencorps also contributed to 
stormwater projects in the Katoomba Falls catchment. 
 
The projects provided a diverse range of activities that included; 

• Landscaping and horticultural techniques 

• Weed identification and removal 

• Revegetation works incorporating mulching, weeding, and planting 

• Basic natural area restoration techniques 

• Soft engineering stormwater mitigation works   
 
A number of Duke Of Edinburgh students have also worked at various Bushcare sites to increase 
their environmental knowledge as part of that program. 
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An email system has been developed of volunteer addresses. Each Gecko newsletter is hosted on 
our website and over 350 people or organizations are sent an email with the appropriate link 
(http://weedsbluemountains.org.au/gecko_online.asp ). The website is serving as a community 
archive for the newsletter. 
 
In addition, an email bulletin is sent to over 340 people approximately monthly to update 
volunteers on events between Geckos. 
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