
Deadline for contributions for next Gecko 5th January  2009 
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 DATES TO NOTE 

Welcome  to  the  Spring  edition  of Gecko.  Thank you Libby Raines for the 

interesting article about the early days of the Mt Wilson Group.  All groups are  

invited to contribute articles about their sites or some aspect of their work to 

share.   We also welcome Erin Hall as a Bushcare Officer to our team and look 

forward to benefitting from her wealth of experience and enthusiasm.  

Just a reminder if your contact details change, please let us know;  or if you wish 

to change how you receive Gecko (mail or email) or to start receiving the monthly 

email bulletin  (see our contact details on page 8).   

      

      

   

Issue 41 

November—Jamison Valley Weedbuster Program  A program of activities in the Jamison Valley 

and upper catchments.  A joint program developed by NPWS with support from Council           

Bushcare.    Contact  Arthur Henry  (NPWS) 4787 3104  or athur.henry@environment.nsw.gov.au 

Sunday 1st  November  Reconnecting to Country Walk/Talk   10 am  Katoomba  (see article) 

Monday 2nd November   Wentworth Creek Swamp, Leura    9 am - 3 pm        A swampcare 

activity Book with Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 4780 5471    

Saturday 7th November  Swampcare at Lyrebird Dell, Leura    9am – 2 pm  A joint project of 

BMCC and NPWS.  Book with  Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  or 4780 5471 

Sunday 8th Vera Falls Weedout at Wentworth Falls  9 am – 4 pm   An all day activity on the 

Jamison Weed Busters program involving a steep walk in and out.  Contact Vanessa Richardson 

(NPWS) 47873112  or vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au 

Saturday 14th November Newnes Pine Wilding event, Newnes Plateau 9.30 am - 3.30pm         

Learn techniques to remove pine wildings from a  Newnes Shrub Swamp, invading from nearby 

Forestry plantations. Book with Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or 4780 5471     

Saturday 14th November  Lawson festival    9am – 4pm    Come along to the council stall.  

Bushcare volunteers particularly welcome to discuss Bushcare with local residents  contact  Robbie 

Beale if you wish to be involved 4780 5739. 

Saturday 14th November -  Walk and Weed,  Long Angle Creek , Springwood   Join us for a 

pleasant bushwalk into Long Angle Creek and some weeding.  An all day event.  Inquiries Lyndal 

Sullivan on 4780 5528 or lsullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au   

Wednesday 18th November   6pm Discussion of Bushcare issues. Bushcare Network      

quarterly meeting in Lawson Library building, MCRN meeting room   All  bushcare volunteers  and 

bush regenerators welcome.   Light dinner provided   RSVP for catering.  Also contact Lyndal  

Sullivan on lsullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or 4780 5528 to suggest items for discussion.     

Friday 20th November Hester Creek Swampcare , Leura, 9-1 pm Celebrate with the Hester 

Creek Landcare group, which has been looking after Blue Mountains Skink habitat  Free BBQ 

lunch.   Book with Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 4780 5471 

Friday 20th November  8pm   Talk on Koalas   Rob Close will speak at WIRES Blue Mountains 
Branch public meeting in response to the Koala sightings in the lower mountains during Sept..  

Free.  Light supper provided.  Faulconbridge Community Hall in Home Street Faulconbridge. 

Saturday 21st November  Reconnecting to Country Walk/Talk 10 am Katoomba (see article) 

Saturday 28th November   Microstrobus Morning at Leura Cascades  Learn  about  these  

prehistoric plants, see where they live  and help protect them with some practical work. Contact 

Lyndal Sullivan on 4780 5528 or lsullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.     

Dates to note continued on page 8……………….. 

Lyndal Sullivan 
Bushcare Team Leader 
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On Friday 12th March 1999 we first met at Sloan 

Reserve. The Mt Wilson Bushwalking Group had 

recently walked along Darwins Walk at Wentworth 

Falls and saw the work the Jamison Creek Bushcare 

Group was doing there with honeysuckle, ivy and other 

weeds. We thought if they can do it here maybe we could 

try at Mt Wilson. We had a few very dedicated couples 

Bruce and Sue Garey and Elizabeth and John Mason, 

Mary Reynolds and myself. Beth Raines had recently 

done the Bush Regeneration course at Wentworth Falls 

TAFE. We contacted Chris Dewhurst at the Council and 

he arranged for us to form a Group. 

A few years earlier the Valder family sold their property 

and left the village. They donated $6,000 to the Progress 

Association to use in the village and at that time we were 

working in the Reserves with the help of the Council trying 

to restore the Reserves and removing blackberries which 

were our biggest weed problem at the time. 

The committee of the Progress Association at the time 

decided to use the Valder donation to work at Sloan Re-

serve which was a real mess. There was an old fence- the 

grass was waist high, there were huge holly trees, ivy up 

all the tree ferns, honeysuckle drapes over the trees and 

huge mounds of blackberry. 

The blackberry was sprayed and the hollies felled and it 

was decided to build a bridge across the little stream so 

we could walk easily along a path which was made 

through the Reserve. Coachwoods and sassafrass were 

propagated and donated to the Reserve, which are doing 

well. 

When the Bushcare Group was formed Sloan Reserve 

was the obvious choice and we started on the eastern 

side and worked our way down from beside the road 

which was carpeted with ivy. 

In 2000 to mark the Olympic Games in Sydney, we were 

able to get a Landcare grant with which we purchased 

some rainforest plants and planted them on 5th August 

2000 on the southern boundary which are also growing 

well. 

 Since then the Bushcare Group has worked in all the 
Reserves in the village clearing truckloads of weeds 
which Chris Dewhurst, our Bushcare Officer, would cart to 
Katoomba Tip. Over 43 people have helped us during the 
past 10 years and we are very grateful to them all. The 
Reserves in the village are much freer of weeds now and 
much of the rainforest has been restored.    

                                                          Libby Raines 

Mt Wilson Bushcare Group Celebrate their 10th Anniversary 

10TH Anniversary Celebration  11/09/2009                                                                                            Photo: Tracy Williams   




