
Unless otherwise specified the contact for all events is Lyndal Sullivan on  

4780 5528 or lsullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
Saturday 2nd May -  Sassafras ‘Sortie’ - Sassafras Creek Springwood  
All day event working in the upper section of Sassafras Creek.  A bushwalk and 
weeding day to extend the work of the Beefarm Road Bushcare Group.       
 

Saturday 9th May  - Spotlight Walk Knapsack Creek    6.30 pm-8.30 pm 
Walk led by Graham Turner, a local fauna expert.  Contact Lynn Godfree on 
47805 623 or lgodfree@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.  
 

Sunday 17th May  - Mt Victoria Bushare/Landcare Information morning at 
Memorial Park  10 am – 12.00 pm  to gauge interest in expanding the current 
Landcare activities throughout Mt Victoria's township. All welcome. Contact 
Trish Kidd 47805623, 0423 527740 or tkidd@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 
 

Wednesday 20th May  - Bushcare Network  Meeting   6pm Lawson 
All welcome.  Light dinner provided   Lawson Library  MCRN meeting room.  
RSVP for catering and agenda.    
 

Saturday 30th May - Annual Bushcare Thankyou BBQ   
(your invitation inside)   RSVP essential 
 

Saturday 6th June  - Blue Gum Swamp Creek Winmalee      
An all day event to back up the work of the Summerhayes Park Bushcare Group. 
A short bushwalk to Blue Gum Swamp Creek.  A beautiful area with some weeds 
along the creek.      
 

Saturday 13th June - Bonnie Doon Katoomba  Microstrobus Morning 
Learn about these prehistoric plants and help protect them with some practical 
work.  Lunch provided. RSVP  Contact Jill Rattray on jrattray@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  
or 4780 5623  
 

Saturday 13th June - RSPCA  Katoomba Shelter  Landcare  Mort Street  
 9 am – 12noon   A new 3 monthly Landcare group working the bushland  behind 
the animal shelter. Help look after the native animals and reduce the RSPCA’s 
weed control costs.   Coordinator – Nona Wills 4782 3846 
 

Sunday 2nd August   -  National Tree Day   (Schools Day Friday 31st July  ) 

Deadline for contributions for next Gecko July 1st  2009 
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Welcome to this Autumn edition of Gecko. It has been a good summer for 
weeds with all the rain and sun,  keeping us all busy.    Welcome to the new 
Upper Kedumba Bushcare Group in South Katoomba and to new members of 
all groups.   
 
I hope you will come along to the Annual Thankyou Picnic and meet  other 
groups and those Bushcare Officers you may not yet know.  Don’t forget your 
photos for the exhibition  - the closing date has been extended to 7th May. 
 
Happy weeding and reading  
 

Lyndal Sullivan 

Bushcare Team Leader 
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Juncus microcephalus 
 

In the Blue Mountains, little attention has been given to the exotic rush of South American origin called Juncus 
microcephalus (Jm).  Colonies of this invasive weed are being found in increasing numbers in Blue Mountains 
streams, wetlands and swamps.  Some aids to identification are provided in the photograph below.  

 
Jm is a very efficient propagator.  Its large 
heavy seed head bears hundreds of small, 
very viable, seeds.  When the seeds are 
mature their weight causes the stem bear-
ing the head to bend towards the ground.  
Very often when growing on stream banks 
the seed head becomes submerged in the 
stream, its seeds are released into the 
stream and borne by the current to form 
new colonies further downstream.   Seeds 
remaining in the seed head often germi-
nate in situ then silt collects around them. 

 Jm thrives on beds of silt which would normally be transient but which are quickly colonized and consequently 
stabilised.  Thus a stream becomes choked and may divert its course.  The result can be erosion of stream banks 
and consequently more silt in the stream. 
 

This winter,  volunteers from Minnehaha Falls Landcare Group in Katoomba propose to map the colonies of Jm 
along Yosemite Creek and to identify trial sites.  This will be followed in September by a trial of eradication 
techniques.  Possible techniques to be explored include hand weeding,  wiping (as with montbretia) and cutting 
and painting.   
 

We are also looking at the experience of others and will be grateful to receive information about other infesta-
tions in the Blue Mountains.  Please contact Lyndal at the Bushcare Office.  

Veronica Paul 
Minnehaha  Falls Landcare/Bushcare Group 


