Welcome to the Winter issue of Gecko. | hope you will enjoy reading it in a
warm sunny spot. This year’s thankyou picnic can only briefly acknowledge
all the wonderful work done by volunteers—please accept this as the personal
thanks of the Bushcare Team for your contribution. For those Lower Moun-
tains bushcarers who would like the picnic closer to home next year, we are
still open to ideas for a suitable venue.

Happy winter weeding
QEYOUNT . Lyndal Sullivan

T bm%;_,-;nﬁ( Bushcare Team Leader

The following events are in addition to the monthly Bushcare and Landcare activities.
For a Monthly program of activities contact the Bushcare Office.

* Details of these events are in an article within this newsletter.

Saturday 15MAugust Newnes Plateau Swamp vegetation and ecology workshop *
Monday 17 August North Katoomba Swampcare-Landcare *

Wednesday 19" August Bushcare Network 6pm  All welcome. Light dinner provided
Lawson Library / MCRN meeting room. RSVP for catering to Tracy Williams 4780 5623
or twilliams@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Saturday 29th August Sassafras Gully Trackcare, Springwood 9am to 1pm.
Contact Soren Mortensen on (02) 4780 5742 for further information and meeting place.

Saturday 29th August Reconnecting to Country - Walk & Talk Hazelbrook *
Saturday 5" September Reconnecting to Country - Walk & Talk Wentworth Falls*

Saturday 5" - Sunday 6" September Sycamore Weeding Weekend Help treat the
Sycamore infestation at Jenolan Caves. With 50ha to treat there are plenty to go around! A
good cause & good company. Contact Trish Kidd 0423 527 740.

Tuesday 8" September Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems of the Blue Mtns- talk *
Thursday 10" September Reconnecting to Country -Talk Springwood *
Saturday 12" September RSPCA Landcare 9am

Saturday 12" September  Birdwalk Knapsack Creek 7.30 —10 .30 am with
Dick Turner . Book with Nathan Summers on 4780 5623 nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Saturday 19™ September Reconnecting to Country - Walk & Talk Lawson *
Saturday 26™MSeptember Blue Mountains Swamp Vegetation Workshop *

OCTOBER - Great Grose Weed Walk — a series of activities held in the valley and
upper catchments of the Grose River. For a program of half, 1 and 2 day weeding walks,
contact NPWS on 4787 3112 or vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Thursday 1% October Reconnecting to Country. Evening Talk Wentworth Falls *
Thursday 8" October Swampcare Wentworth Falls *

......... Continued on next page
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Saturday 10th October

Saturday 10™ October Knapsack Historic walk 3- 6 pm

Reconnecting to Country - Walk & Talk Bullaburra*

Bookings essential. Contact Nathan Summers on 4780 5623 or nsummers@ bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Sunday 11" October Mt Victoria — Grose River headwaters 8:30am —4pm. A joint NPWS/BMCC Remote Bushcare
event. Contact: NPWS coordinator Vanessa Richardson 4787 3112 or vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au

Friday 16th October Hester Creek Swampcare , Leura, *

Sunday, 18 October Marmion Swamp Planting 9.30 am - 12.30 pm Assist the Bushcare Group consolidate previous
planting areas. Includes morning tea. Contact Karen Hising on 4780 5623 or khising@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Sunday 25" October Braeside Blitz: GGWW event 9:30am — 3pm NPWS Coordinator Vanessa Richardson 4787 3112

Saturday 31 October

Remote Bushcare on Katoomba Creek 8.30 am -4 pm

A full day walking along Katoomba Creek searching out broom or other weeds. Off track walking and moving around
obstacles. Requires reasonable level of fitness. Contact Lyndal Sullivan 4780 5528 or Isullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Saturday 31 October

Bonnie Doon Microstrobus Morning 9am—I1pm

Learn about these prehistoric plants and help protect them with some practical work. Morning tea provided.

Contact Jill Rattray on 4780 5623 or jrattray@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Saturday 31 October-Sunday 1% November Sycamore Weeding Weekend
Help treat the Sycamore infestation at Jenolan Caves. With 50ha to treat there are plenty to go around! A good cause & good

company. Contact Trish Kidd 0423 527 740.
Sunday 1st November
NOVEMBER Jamison Valley Weedbuster Program

Reconnecting to Country - Walk & Talk Katoomba*

A program of activities in the Jamison Valley and upper catchments This is a new joint program developed by NPWS with as-

sistance from BMCC Bushcare.

Contact Vanessa Richardson 4787 3112 vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au

o

Are you interested in discussing
Bushcare ideas or problems with
members of other groups?  The
quarterly Bushcare Network meetings offer an opportu-
nity to work together on issues that are bigger than one
group.

Issues discussed at the last meeting included the
potential impact on sites of vegetation clearing works
for power lines and highway widening works as well as
the mechanisms to address these issues. New weeds to
the mountains is always of interest.

The Network has been developing ideas for slogans
which could be used to promote Bushcare on A frame
display boards to explain who we are to passers by,
when Bushcare groups are working.

Two ideas suggested for slogans were -
Bushcare - Appealing for a better nature
Make an ethical investment - join Bushcare

If you have a suggestion, would like to ‘road test’ or

Working on the In-side: the Blue Mountains Bushcare Network

refine some of the ideas proposed so far, we would like
to hear from you.

Volunteers from any Bushcare or Landcare group are
invited to attend as are groups which work on National
Parks land or professional bush regenerators.

To find out what the network has been involved in, go
to website http://www.weedsbluemountains.org.au/
then go to the link at the lower left hand corner and
click on the Bushcare Network logo.

Meetings are held in Lawson in the meeting room in the
Lawson library building on a Wednesday at
6pm. There is light dinner provided before the meeting
starts. If this day or time does not suit you and you’d
like to attend, please suggest an alternative.

Anyone interested in attending is welcome to suggest
items for discussion. If you would like further informa-
tion about the next meeting on 19" August, please
contact either of the conveners Barbara Harley
(4782 4305) or Mike Purtell (4751 2143),
Williams at BMCC (4780 5528).

or Tracy




Join with fellow Bushcarers on guided walks and talks to hear stories of Aboriginal culture, history and heritage in the
, .4 Blue Mountains. Aboriginal people from our local community will share their knowledge and culture in a series of walks
‘\. and talks across the Mountains including evening talks. The evening talks will explore Aboriginal history and culture in
the Blue Mountains and will also include current archaeological work being undertaken here and the importance of it.

These talks will begin in August and will continue into 2010 in various locations across the Mountains.

Walks & Talks: Please bring a hat, drinking water, sunscreen and wear sturdy shoes. Children are welcome with the supervision
of an accompanying adult.

Bookings are essential, numbers are limited. For more information and to book your place on a walk or at an evening talk,
please contact Elly Chatfield at BMCC (Thursdays & Fridays) Tel: 02 4780 5726 or echatfield@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.

The Reconnecting to Country Project is a partnership project between Blue Mountains City Council and The Gully Traditional
Owners.

Day Date Area Start Time Finish Time

August

Saturday 29 August Hazelbrook 10am 12pm

September

Saturday 5 September Wentworth Falls 10am 12pm

Thursday 10 September Springwood 7pm 8.30pm

Saturday 19 September Lawson 10am 12pm

October

Thursday 1 October Wentworth Falls 7pm 8.30pm

Saturday 10 October Bullaburra 10am 12pm

November

Sunday 1 November Katoomba 10am 12pm

Saturday 21 November Katoomba 10am 12pm

December

Saturday 5 December Wentworth Falls 10am 12pm
There will be more walks & talks and evening talks in 2010 in the Blue Mountains.

TALL STORIES

Can you do better than this 208 cm
cocksfoot, or the 198 cm Bromus | -
(prairie grass) ? B

These were dug up by Rae Druitt at
Wentworth Falls Lake.
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/ BUSHCARE “THANK YOU” BBQ

This year’s picnic heralded the onset of Winter, which
was a change from our tradition of summer
BBQs. Many thanks to all who braved the rain and cold
of the mountains to enjoy a mostly sunny Megalong
Valley for the annual Picnic/BBQ in May. As always, it
was a pleasure to welcome and enjoy the company of
familiar and new faces.

Many thanks go to the Gang Gangs for sharing their
music with us all day.

Thanks go to the Lawson RFS and Fred Taylor for the
loan of their BBQs. Also thanks to local businesses who
gave generous discounts on food or awards — Bakers
Delight, Hominy and OPSM.

Thankyou Jasmine Payget, Laurie Strathdee and Kim for
providing the memorial shield and junior awards; and
also to Jasmine for so graciously presenting the junior
awards.

The photographic exhibition created much interest and
demonstrated the talent we have amongst Bushcare
groups. Thankyou to all those who contributed and we
will continue to enjoy your photos wherever the opportu-
nity arises to display them. We hope all the other
budding photographers who missed out this year will
start thinking about entries for next year.

David King gave us all a wonderful Welcome to
Country with very inspiring words about Bushcare.

It was also appreciated to
have Councillor Janet Mays
present awards on behalf of [
Blue Mountains City Council.
She warmly acknowledged
the important work done by
all members of all groups.

GROUP AWARDS

5 YEAR AWARDS 10 YEAR AWARDS
Hester Creek Leura Sublime Point Leura
Alexander Cres Glenbrook Mt Wilson Mt Wilson
Beefarm Rd springwood Wentworth Falls Lake Wentworth Falls
Darks Common Glenbrook/Lapstone Knapsack Creek Lapstone
Freelander Avenue Katoomba Gregory Terrace Lapstone

Sutton Park Blackheath

Jackson Park Faulconbridge
é?s;(-llf/lpi\tshg\ll\lgzriljs Springwood 20 YEAR AWARDS

Centenary Reserve Blackheath
Deanei Reserve Springwood Katoomba Falls Creek Katoomba
Redgum Park Bullaburra Valley

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Junior Encouragement Award -
Rian Strathdee Junior Award - Jamie & Kyle McPherson

Masters Award - Pat Stemp, Libby Raines, Alan Bewley, Joan Gahl, Imre Gahl
Landcare Award - Bob Chapman

Hard Yakka Award - Diane Schnebli, Paul Vale

Bushcare Legend Award- Hugh Paterson

Tjanala Friedrich.
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